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1. (523-524) What is it that Socrates identifies as “thought provoking”?

2. (533) What does Socrates mean by “dialectic”? (you may need to consult outside sources)
3. (539) Why shouldn’t young people be exposed to rational arguments? 

4. (544) What is meant by “there are bound to be as many types of human being as there are of political system”?

5. (445, 544-545, 580b) What are the five political systems discussed by Socrates?
6. (545de-550c) Why do governments move from aristocracy to timocracy?

7. (547) Why do timocratic rulers not allow philosophers to rule?

8. (548e-550c) How would Socrates describe the timocratic man?

9. (550c-555b) Why do governments move from timocracy to oligarchy?

10. (550c-551c) Why is it that in an oligarchy if one is rich he is a pauper? 

11. (553) How does one raised timocratic become oligarchic?

12. (555b-557a) Why do governments move from oligarchy to democracy?

13. (555d-557a) How do democratic men come to disrespect oligarchic men?

14. (559d-561) How does one raised oligarchic become democratic?

15. (cf. 562) How would you respond to this:  “In a democracy, can liberty have any limit?”

16. (562-569) Why do governments move from democracy to a dictatorship?

17. (565-566a) How does the “people’s protector” become a ruthless tyrant?

18. (587) Why does Socrates say that a king’s life is 729 times more pleasant than a dictator’s?
19. (596) How is a painter similar to a mirror?

20. (597) How is the joiner also only an imitator?

21. (597) Why is God the “genuine creator” of a “genuine bed”?

22. (599-601) Why is Homer of no use to the State?

23. (606) Is Plato right in what he says about the effects of watching theater?

24. (607) Why is there “an ancient quarrel” between poetry and philosophy?

25. (608c-612a) What is Plato’s argument for the immortality of the soul?
26. (612-613) Has Plato solved the problem of Gyges’ ring?

27. (614-621) Why does Plato end the Republic with the tale of Er? 

SRW
1
2
SRW

